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cases the children were very large; and of the 15 eases the forceps were used in 3 
cases; there was 1 case of faulty engagement; and 4 of granular vaginitis. In 
7 other cases in which the children were not of large size, the perineum was 
weakened by syphilis in 3 eases, there was 1 parietal presentation, 1 case of 
hydrocephalus, and in 2 cases the rupture was caused by the shoulders. And in 
these cases there was not one of total rupture. 

As regards the pain of the incision, it is scarcely to be mentioned in comparison 
with that caused by the contractions of the uterus and the pressure of the head on 
the vulva. Furthermore, by favoring the disengagement of the fcetal head, the 
incision stives the woman a number of pains, and is therefore rather indicated 
than contraindicated. 

As regards the ultimate deformity of the vulva arising from the cicatrix conse¬ 
quent upon the incision, the authors of the paper state that Balandin has greatly 
exaggerated the inconveniences in saying that the vulval orifice is deformed, that 
it is made to gape, and that the floor of the pelvis is markedly enfeebled. This 
vulvar insufficiency never reaches the degree found after spontaneous rupture, 
when uncured or badly cared for.— Archives cle Tocoloyie , November, 1884. 


Hot Uterine Douches in Post-Partum Hemorrhage. 

Dr. Carl Rf.gnaui.t, of Stuttgart, says, in an article on this subject, that 
since the contributions of Schtilein, and especially of Richter, as to the results of 
the use of hot intra-utcrine douches in pnst-partum hemorrhage, only a few have 
been found who have raised objections to them. 

Of 2398 eases of labor at the Landeshebammenschule, in Stuttgart, in the last 
five years, there were 108 cases (4.3 percent.) in which hot intra-uterinedouches 
were used postpartum; cold intra-uterine douches were not used. Of the 108 
cases there were 80 of hemorrhage; in 28 the hot douches were used on anti¬ 
septic grounds. For the douches two quarts of a 1 or 2 per cent, carbolic solu¬ 
tion at 11 7° to 122° Fulir. In those cases in which the cervix was not sufficiently 
large to allow the passage of a glass tube, Frit-soli's catheters were used. The 
return of the injected fluid was always free and unhindered. In a few eases a 
1 : 4000 solution of corrosive sublimate was used. In no case, were these symp¬ 
toms of intoxication from the disinfecting agent, whether corrosive sublimate or 
carbolic acid was used. This may have been due lo the fact that the injections 
were seldom repeated ; in the greater number of cases, especially of hemorrhage, 
only one injection was used. 

The accompanying, or usually previous treatment in these cases was the use of 
one or more injections of ergotin solution, and always more or less powerful 
kneading of the uterus. In 1C cases in which hot douches were used for a slight 
or medium degree of hemorrhage, no ergotin was given. In 3 of these eases 
blood-clots or a bloody How was seen in the same afternoon, after the. use of the 
hot douche, and in 3 others on the 2d, 3d, and 4th days. Also, one-third of all 
eases of after-bleeding occurred in those 1C cases treated without ergotin. There 
were also 4 cases in which ergotin alone was at first depended on to arrest fierce 
hemorrhage; but it was found that the hot water must be used. These 4 
cases very well illustrate the value of the combined treatment. From the effect 
of the hot douches in these eases it may be. concluded that the contraction of the 
uterus is due less to the thermal irritation of the injection than, as Richter holds, 
to an cedematous soaking-through and swelling of the mucous membrane and 
submucous tissue, depending on the inflammatory irritation, and that compres¬ 
sion of the bleeding vessels is caused by the accession of a good contraction of the 
uterus. 
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The indications for washing out the cavity of the uterus are of two kinds : 
cither for disinfecting purposes, or for controlling hemorrhage. In a consider¬ 
able number of cases both indications are present. Injections for disinfection are 
made after delivery when the temperature becomes febrile, in cases of foul liquor 
amnii or lochia, in eases of death of the fetus during delivery, and on prophy¬ 
lactic grounds in all cases in which examination of the cavity of the uterus is 
demanded. Injections for controlling hemorrhage arc made in cases of simple 
atony of the uterus, or when the membranes and placenta are retained ; the latter 
indications do not often occur. In such cases the cavity of the uterus must be 
thoroughly cleaned out, except in cases of abortion, when the narrowness of the 
cervix prevents the introduction of the hand. 

In case of hemorrhage in the late days of childhood, cold douches should be 
used, with ergotin subcutaneously and internally, and the application of ice-bags. 

As regards the results of the hot douche treatment of hemorrhage, it is worthy of 
remark that in none of the 80 cases of hemorrhage was there any considerable 
after-bleeding : of these 80 cases there were 30 of severe hemorrhage ; and there 
were 18 cases in which it was very slight, 6 of which were treated without ergotin. 
These cases of post-partum hemorrhage were partly of lluid blood, partly of the 
passage of clots. Two cases of hemorrhage occurred on the 12th and 14th days 
after delivery, the others usually on the same day, or within the first six days. 
As regards the number of irrigations necessary in any case, there were seven cases 
in which a second douche was given on account of severe atonic hemorrhage. The 
second injections were made ten minutes after the first as a rule; in one case one 
hour after the first. Richter states that there is an absence of blood in the lochia 
after the use of the hot douches ; but Regnault cannot confirm this from his own 
experience. Richter also states that the application of an ice-bag after the hot 
douching predisposes to hemorrhage, which is also contrary to the experience of 
Regnault. Another good result of the hot douche is the increased bodily tem¬ 
perature which follows it, the early improvement in the state of the pulse and of 
the general state. And it is noteworthy that Regnault has not seen a single case 
in which any unfavorable symptom could be attributable to the use of the hot 
douche.— Centrulbl. /Ur Gynakolugie , October 4, 1884. 


Diverticulum of the Bladder in a Woman; Urethral Ectasia or Vaginal 

Urethrocele. 

Professor Cabi. Saxtksson, of Stockholm, describes a case of this rare affec¬ 
tion. which he treated in 1861. 

The patient, ict. 48 years, had twice been pregnant, the labors being very dif¬ 
ficult, though in neither case were instruments used. The second child was born 
twelve years before she presented herself for treatment. She dated her trouble 
to a period soon after the second labor. The first symptoms were itching and a 
feeling of heat in the vagina, pain in the vagina on coition, and whenever she 
did exhaustive work ; there was also difficulty in micturition, and an alternation 
of retention and incontinence of urine. 

On examination the anterior vaginal wall was found depressed at the vaginal 
orifice, above the urethral promontory and behind the urethra, where was found 
a smooth, elastic tumor, as large as a nut. There was nothing else abnormal 
about the vagina or uterus. The tumor consisted of a long pouch, about 1 T * 5 inch 
long, and T 8 5 inch wide ; it communicated with the urethra by an opening situated 
at the junction of its upper and middle third, which was sufficiently large to 
admit a No. 16 sound. Pressure on the tumor caused no urine to How out 
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